AMENDMENT UNDER 37 CF.R. § 1.111 
U.S. Appln. No. 09/100,754 

wherein the suction device is provided with running wheels, and the vacuum cleaner 
body is able to be detachably fastened to the support pipe [, and is made to run] so that the 
vacuum cleaner body is supported by the wheels of the suction device [in a condition where] 
when the vacuum cleaner body is attached to the support pipe. 



2. (Amended) An electric vacuum cleaner comprising a vacuum cleaner body, a hose to 
be connected to the vacuum cleaner body, a support pipe to be connected to the hose, a rotary 
pipe to be connected to the support pipe in a rotatable manner, and a suction device to be 
connected to the rotary pipe, 

wherein the vacuum cleaner body is arranged such that the vacuum cleaner body can be 
fastened to the support pipe in a detachable manne r, the vacuum cleaner body is further arranged 
such that the vacuum cleaner body can be fastened to the rotary pipe in a detachable manner, and 

wherein the electric vacuum cleaner is provided with a rotation [regulating] locking 
means for preventing rotation of the rotary pipe with respect to the support pipe when the 
vacuum cleaner body is attached to the support pipe. 



3. (Amended) An electric vacuum cleaner [of the present invention] comprising: 

(a) a vacuum cleaner body, 

(b) a support pipe connected to a suction inlet of the vacuum cleaner body, 

(c) a rotary bend connected to the support pipe, 

(d) a rotary pipe connected to the rotary bend in a rotatable manner, and 

(e) a suction device connected to the rotary pipe, 
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wherein the vacuum cleaner body is attached to the support pipe in [a] an 
attachable/detachable manner, the vacuum cleaner body is attached to the rotary pipe in an 
attachable/detachable manner, and wherein the electric vacuum cleaner further includes a 
rotation locking mechanism which prevents [means for locking] rotation of the rotary bend with 
respect to the rotary pipe when the vacuum cleaner body is attached to the rotary pipe at a 



[specified] predetermined position. 



At* 



5. (Amended) The electric vacuum cleaner of Claim 4, wherein the rotary bend includes 
a circumferential surface, and at least a part of the flat portion of the rotary bend [and the flat 
portion of the rotary pipe] is so formed as to project from [a] the circumferential surface of the 
rotary bend [or rotary pipe] along a tangential direction of the circumferential surface. 

* (Amended) An electric vacuum cleaner comprising a vacuum cleaner body having a 
front portion and a rear portion opposite to said front portion , a hose to be connected to the 
vacuum cleaner body, a support pipe to be connected to the hose, said support pipe having a first 
end and a second end opposite said support pipe first end [and a suction device to be connected 
to the support pipe], 

wherein the support pipe second end is connected to a rotary pipe which is provided with 
a first engaging portion which detachably engages with a first receiving portion formed in [a] the 
rear portion of the vacuum cleaner body, and said support pipe is provided with a second 
engaging portion which detachably engages with a second receiving portion formed in [a] the 
front portion of the vacuum cleaner body. 
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jf. (Amended) The electric vacuum cleaner of Claim wherein the second engaging 
portion of the support pipe is movable toward said first and second ends of said support pipe [up 
and down]. 

^9. (Amended) The electric vacuum cleaner of Claim Jf, wherein a tip portion of the 
second engaging portion of the support pipe is formed with a slanting surface that is inclined [in 
an upward direction with receding] so as to extend away from the support pipe as it extends in a 
direction from said support pipe second end towards said support pipe first end . 



9. 



Jrff. (Amended) The electric vacuum cleaner of Claim^ wherein the electric vacuum 
cleaner includes an energizing means that [energizes] biases the second engaging portion of the 
^ 4 support pipe in a [downward] direction from said support pipe first end towards said support pip e 
second end . 

^y(. (Amended) An electric vacuum cleaner comprising a vacuum cleaner body, a hose to 
be connected to the vacuum cleaner body, a support pipe to be connected to the hose, said 
support pipe having a first side and a second side opposite said first side, and a suction device to 
be connected to the support pipe, wherein the vacuum cleaner body is detachably fastened to [a 
front] the first side of the suppprtpipe, and wherein the hose is connected to the vacuum cleaner 

^ ml soli sup poit fife 

u bodyK[and] such that the hose [in] does not extend to the [front] second side of the support pipe. 
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f$ 

y[. (Amended) The electric vacuum cleaner of Claim^HT wherein at least a part of an 
upper portion of the support pipe is bent to the [front] first side of the support pipe, said bent 
portion having a first end and a second end opposite said first end, and an opening is formed at 
the [upper] first end of the bent portion of the support pipe. 

yf. (Amended) The electric vacuum cleaner of Claim jj/2, wherein a grip is fastened to [a 
rear side of] the bent portion of the support pipe so as to extend toward said second side of said 
support pipe . 

Please add the following new claims: 



" 

'^-14. The electric vacuum cleaner of Claim 1, wherein said vacuum cleaner body does 
not have wheels. 

ytf. The electric vacuum cleaner of Claim 4, wherein at least a part of the flat portion of 
the rotary pipe is so formed as to project from a circumferential surface of the rotary pipe along a 
7 tangential direction of the circumferential surface. 

16. The electric vacuum cleaner of Claim f, wherein the first and second engaging 
portions as well as the first and second receiving portions are configured such that said first and 
second engaging portions are capable of being sequentially engaged with, and sequentially 
detached from, said first and second receiving portions, respectively. 
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